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The purpose of this research was to
determine the extent that Family Group
Conferences (FGCs) are being used in
permanence planning for children in
Scotland, when FGCs should be considered,
what contribution this approach can make
to the process and any potential problems.
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The aim of this study was to investigate the
impact of FGDM on expediting permanent
placements for youths in foster care. The
study participants were a sample of 80,690
youths in foster care in the state of Texas.
The outcome variables were speed to
permanent placement and type of
permanent placement (family
reunification, permanent placement with
relatives, or adoption). The results from a
discrete-time survival analysis indicated
that Family Group Conferences after
removal increased the odds of achieving
the desired outcome of placement with
family (reunification with family or
placement with relatives) compared to
adoption. The results also indicated that
Family Group Conferences after removal
did not decrease or increase time to
permanency.
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