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2g) Becoming a kinship foster carer: the process
Kinship carers are relatives and friends raising children unable to live with their parents. Kinship foster care is one type of kinship
care arrangement. It is where a member of a looked after child’s family and friends’ network is approved by children’s services as a
foster carer for them. This is sometimes known as family and friends foster care. Looked after children can be placed with kinship
foster carers whether they are subject to a court order or placed under a voluntary arrangement.
If you are looking for information and advice about the different types of kinship care arrangement that exist, you can find this on
our Kinship carers page.

About this advice sheet
This advice sheet is about the process of being assessed and approved as a kinship foster carer and explains what happens when
someone becomes a kinship foster carer, including the support they should receive from children’s services. It is part of a series of
advice sheets which look in detail at key topics in relation to kinship care.

This advice sheet looks at:


Understanding kinship foster care



The kinship foster care assessment process



When relatives and friends are not approved as kinship foster carers



When someone is approved as a foster carer



Where to get further information

The information contained in this advice sheet is for guidance only. Every effort is made to ensure it is correct at time of publication. But it should not
be used as a substitute for legal advice or for individual advice about your case. Please note that the information is about the law in England only.

1

© Family Rights Group

Reviewed: 04/03/2021

Kinship care

Advice line 0808 801 0366 Mon-Fri 9:30am-3pm

Get more support on our forums

www.frg.org.uk

Understanding kinship foster care
Kinship foster care is where a member of a child’s family and friends’ network is approved by children’s services as a foster carer
for them. A relative or friend can be approved as a kinship foster carer for a child as either a short-term arrangement, or longer-term
care option.

Long-term foster care
Long-term foster care is where the court has agreed, or it has been agreed with the child’s parent, that the child should remain with
the same foster carer until they leave care (or later, if a ‘staying put’ arrangement is in place). Any assessment looking at a longterm foster arrangement, should look at what support and services needed to ensure the placement meets the child’s needs into
the future.

Temporary kinship foster care
Sometimes, children’s services need to place a child with another carer in an emergency. In this situation they can assess a friend
or relative as a temporary foster carer. Key things to note about temporary approval are that:


It lasts for 16 weeks.1



In an exceptional situation, can be extended once by 8 weeks.



Can therefore lawfully last for a total period of 24 weeks.2

This advice sheet is about the full fostering assessment process. The process for temporary approval as a kinship foster carer is
different. For more information about approval as a temporary foster carer, see our Kinship carers page.

1.

If a child cannot live with their parents, should children’s services keep the child within their family and friends’
network?
The law, and government statutory guidance,3 are clear that wherever possible, children’s services should help children to live
within their families. Section 17 of the Children Act 1989 places a duty on children’s services to:



Safeguard and promote the welfare of children who are in need, and



Promote the upbringing of children by their families.4

Government statutory guidance called Working Together 2018 clearly states that children are best looked after within their
families, unless it is not safe for this to happen.

1

See Regulation 24 of the Care Planning, Placement and Case Review (England) Regulations 2010
See Regulation 25 of the Care Planning, Placement and Case Review (England) Regulations 2010
3 The government statutory guidance is called Working Together 2018. See page 9, paragraph 11
4 See section 17 of the Children Act 1989
2
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If a child is looked after in the care system, do children’s services have to place them with a relative or friend?
When a child becomes looked after, they need to be placed with someone who will care for them on behalf of children’s
services.

In England, if a child is described as a looked after child it means that either:


Children’s services are providing the child with a place to live. This might be with unrelated foster carers, for example.



Or that a place to live and carer for the child has been arranged by children’s services and is supported by children’s services.
An example is a grandparent who has been assessed and approved by children’s services as a kinship foster carer for their
grandchild.
Some looked after children enter or remain in the care system under a court order. This is because the Family Court has
decided that is in their best interests and that children’s services should have parental responsibility for them. These children
are described as being ‘in care’. But some children in England are looked after in the care system under a voluntary
arrangement. A voluntary arrangement can be put in place without any court oversight. It is not a court order. Children’s
services do not have parental responsibility for a child looked after under a voluntary arrangement. This is sometimes known
as a section 20 arrangement.5
Section 22C of the Children Act 19896 places a legal duty on children’s services to place a looked after child with
people in a certain priority order. This means children’s services should:

1.

See if a child can be safely cared for by their parent(s). If not

2.

See if a child be safely cared for by someone else who holds parental responsibility for them

3.

Next look at anyone who was caring for the child under a child arrangements order just before they came into the care system

4.

They should next look at wider family, friends and other people already connected with the child – kinship care. Priority is given
to family members already approved by children’s services as foster carers

5.

Only where this is not possible, should children’s services go on to arrange for a child to live with unrelated carers. This could
be foster care, or if not possible then in residential care (a children’s home).

This duty means that:




Plans for where a child lives/who they are cared for should always be kept under review. So, even if a child in looked after in
the care system by an unrelated carer, children’s services this should be regularly review. If a family member who may be
able to care for the child comes forward, this should be explored
Where a child is looked after and children’s services do arrange for the child to be cared for by a family member, friend or
other person who is connected to the child that person must be assessed and approved by children’s services as a foster
carer for the child. Otherwise, the placement of the child with that relative or friend will be unlawful. 7 And it may be
necessary for children’s services to assess the carer as a temporary kinship foster carer, to enable the child to be placed
with them immediately. For more information about approval as a temporary foster carer, see our Kinship carers page.

5

See Section 20 of the Children Act 1989
See Section 22C of the Children Act 1989
7 Re W and X (Wardship: Relatives rejected as foster carers) [2004] 1 FLR 415
6
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What if the child already lives with me and children’s services were involved in arranging that in some way?
You may already be entitled to be treated as a foster carer. This may be very helpful for you in terms of getting help (including
financial help) to look after the child. We recommend that anyone in this position seeks legal advice, to make sure they are
getting all the support they are entitled to. This could be from a specialist children law solicitor or from Family Rights Group.
See the Where to get further information section at the end of this sheet.

4.

Does a relative or friend who wants to care for a child have to apply to be a kinship foster carer?
No. There are different types of kinship care arrangement.

One alternative option is to apply for a court order to secure the child living with you. The processes that apply and the
practical and financial support available to a kinship carer (and the child they are raising) vary depending on the type of the
arrangement. So, it is very important to understand these differences and to have information and advice before making
decisions about which option is best for your situation. Information and advice about other types of kinship care arrangement
can be found on our Kinship carers page. And details of how to contact Family Rights Group for further advice can be found at
the end of this advice sheet.

The kinship foster care assessment process
5.

What happens when a family member or friend is assessed as a foster carer by children’s services?
Ideally, relatives and friends will have been assessed and approved as a foster carer before the child comes to live with them.
But sometimes the assessment will only take place once the child has moved in with them. This might happen where the
situation is urgent, for example.
The assessment will be undertaken by a social worker. They are likely to be the child’s own social worker, or they might be a
social worker from the fostering team or a specialist kinship team within children’s services. The assessment process should
focus on someone’s ability to meet the needs of the specific child they want to care for.

The assessment aims to gather information which will:


Help children’s services decide whether someone should be approved as a foster carer, and



Explore what the carer and the child’s support needs are.
The assessment process has two stages to it, although in practice most children’s services departments complete these two
stages at the same time. The assessment must follow the rules set out in:



The Fostering Services (England) Regulations 2011, and



The Fostering Services: National Minimum Standards.8

The next table explains more about each stage.

8

See Fostering Services: National Minimum Standards
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The two key stages of kinship fostering assessment:

Stage

Information to be gathered by the assessing social worker

Stage one



The relative or friend’s basic personal details: name, address and date of birth.



Details of their health (supported by a medical report), personality, marital status and details of current and
any previous marriage, civil partnership or similar significant relationship.



Information about any other adults living in the family home.



Information about the children in the family, whether or not they live in the family home.



Information about their accommodation, including any pets.



The outcome of any previous application the relative or friend, or any other member of their household, has
made to foster or adopt children, or register as a childminder. This includes any previous approval or refusal of
approval. If the person has been a foster carer within the last 12 months, the name and address of the
fostering service that approved them should be included.



Names and addresses of at least two people who will provide personal references.



Enhanced criminal record checks on the person being assessed, and anyone else in the household who is
aged 18 or over.

To gather this information, the social worker should have an open discussion about the realities of caring for this
child. They should discuss what support the carer may need when caring for the child. And should take into
account their needs and the child’s needs.

The social worker must tell the relative or friend within 10 days whether or not the information gathered in stage
one will allow the assessment to proceed to detailed stage two discussions.

See the next table in this advice sheet for further information about health checks, references and criminal records
check carried out in stage one.
Stage two

9

Within stage two, the social worker should gather more detailed information9 about the relative or friend’s:


Personality.



Religion.



Race, cultural and linguistic background.



Past and present employment or occupation, standard of living and leisure activities and interests.



Previous experience (if any) of caring for their own and other children.



Skills, competence and potential to care effectively for this particular child.

See regulation 26 (1A) and Schedule 3, Part 2 of the Fostering Services (England) Regulations 2011
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How is a kinship foster care assessment carried out?
Each children’s services department has its own process for assessing kinship foster carers. Some are using a form piloted by
Family Rights Group for kinship care assessments. This form is designed to encourage the relative or friend and the social
worker to work together. Other local authorities use a framework called ‘Form C’, which was developed by the charity Coram
BAAF.
But in any area, and whichever framework is used:



Stage one of the assessment must be completed within 10 days of the relative or friend providing the required information to
the social worker.



Stage two will take more time, because of the nature of the further discussions.



If the social worker says that, because of information discussed during stage one of the assessment, the approval process
cannot continue, they must:
o

Inform the family member or friend in writing.

o

Provide full reasons why they were not successful.

o

Advise that they can complain using the children’s services complaints process. This process would look at whether the
application was handled in a fair way, but it will not be an automatic reconsideration of their suitability as a foster carer.10

7.

What do the health, references and criminal records checks aspects of the stage one assessment involve?
This next table explains more about these three aspects of the stage one of the process. These are aspects of the kinship
fostering assessment that relatives and friends often have questions about.

Further information about key elements of stage one:
Criminal records
checks

Children’s services are not allowed to approve anyone to be a foster carer who has a conviction for:




Child abuse or neglect.
Assault or violent offences involving children and young people, or
Rape of an adult or child.

They are also not allowed to place a child with someone if anyone living with them has any of these
convictions. So the social worker will need to carry out police checks on all the adults in the household.
The social worker will contact the Disclosure and Barring Service. This used to be called the Criminal
Records Bureau. They will be asked to check if the person being assessed, and the adults living with them
have criminal convictions of this type. Allegations of these kinds of offences may be taken into account
even if there was no criminal conviction.11
People who are being assessed as kinship carers sometimes worry that old offences outside of this list will
be taken into account, even if they think that they won’t have an impact on their current ability to care for
the child. The law is clear that children’s services can disregard certain offences committed by those
applying to foster, if they are satisfied that the welfare of the child requires it. Further advice can be sought
about this from the Fostering Network (see Where to get further information).

10

Pages 7 and 8 of the Volume 4: Fostering Services Guidance. For more information see the Complaints page of the Family
Rights Group website
11 Regulation 26 (5 – 7) of the Fostering Services Regulations 2011
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Further information about key elements of stage one:
Health checks

The person being assessed will be asked to make an appointment with their GP in order for a medical
report to be completed. This is to confirm that they do not have any health-related problems which would
affect their ability to care for the child.
Having health or disability-related needs should not automatically stop them being approved as a foster
carer. Children’s services should use a common sense approach when assessing the impact of health
needs or a disability on someone’s ability to provide care for the child. For example, if a person’s health
meant that they are frequently bed-bound, then caring for a toddler or a small child on their own would be
very difficult. But it wouldn’t necessarily rule them out of a shared family care arrangement or caring for an
older child if this was thought to be in the child’s best interests overall.

Health checks
(cont.)

It is also reasonable for people who are being assessed to ask children’s services for support that would
reduce the effects of any health needs. This help might be in the form of respite care, or day care for
younger children. Disabled carers may also be able to get support with parenting from adult services. For
further information about support that parents and carers with health needs or disabilities can get, see
these pages on our website:

References



Adult physical disabilities or ill-health



Adult mental ill-health



Adult learning difficulties and disabilities

The social worker will want references from at least two people who know the person well. The social
worker will visit each of these people and ask them about how they know them, and how they think they will
manage caring for the child. They may also ask for references from other professional agencies. This could
include the children’s services department where they live, or the health visitor if they have a young child.

8.

What will the detailed discussions in stage two of the assessment involve?
These discussions are likely to take place at the home of the person being assessed. The table below explains the things the
social worker will need to discuss.
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Further information about key elements of stage two:
Checking the
suitability of the
property

Children’s services must check that the home is big enough for everyone who lives there, including the
child who is going to live with the carer.12
Where there is no spare bedroom for the child, children’s services should use sensible judgement about
this. They should view this as one factor alongside the broader needs of the child. If the family will face
overcrowding if the child comes to live with them, and there are no other concerns, this alone should not
be a reason not to place a child with them.
But overcrowding can have a big impact on a child, and others in the household. So, children’s services
should help the family with their housing needs.13 For example:


Local authority tenants: can ask the social worker to request a transfer to a larger house or flat.
This can be difficult though due to shortages of properties.



Private tenants: children’s services can help the family to find a larger flat or house, and may
help towards, for example, a larger deposit.



Homeowners: can ask the social worker if children’s services will help pay for an extension or
loft conversion. For example, by providing a grant or an interest free loan. This is not something
which families have a right to, but children’s services may support them in this way if it is thought
to be in the child’s best interests.

Government statutory guidance on family and friends care14 recommends that children’s services and
the local council housing department should work closely together. This is so the housing needs of
kinship care households are prioritised.
Identifying how the
carer will meet the
child’s needs

The assessment of a relative or friend as a foster carer is primarily about their suitability to care for a
specific child. So the family and the social worker must have a clear idea of what the needs of the child
are. These will be set out in their care plan for the child. This is a written plan setting out the
arrangements for a child who is looked after.
If the child does not have a care plan, it is important to ask for one to be drawn up, to set out the child’s
needs and how they will be met. This should include details of support that the carer may need.15

The child’s wishes
and feelings

The social worker should speak to the child or young person, to find out their wishes and feelings about
coming to live with the relative and friend. They will also speak to the child’s parents and any other
people with parental responsibility for the child, to see what their views are about the child being placed
with the kinship foster carer.

12

Standard 6.10 of the Fostering Services: National Minimum Standards
Standard 30.4 of the Fostering Services: National Minimum Standards
14 Family and Friends Care: Statutory Guidance for Local Authorities
15 Regulation 4 of the Care Planning, Placement and Case Review (England) Regulations 2010
13
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What questions might the social worker doing the assessment ask?

Questions that the social worker might ask during the kinship foster care assessment:
How you will care for the child?

This might include the social worker exploring with the person being assessed:





How they plan to meet the child’s educational and health needs
Their knowledge of how children grow and develop
How they will offer appropriate behaviour boundaries to the child
Their thoughts about how they will manage the plans for the child to be in touch
with or spend time with other family members (often referred to as ‘contact
arrangements’). This includes managing arrangements for the child to keep in
touch with parents, brothers and sisters (‘siblings’) and others who are important
to them.

Can you provide a safe and
caring environment for the child?

The social worker will want to discuss how to keep the child safe from harm and
promote their welfare.

Can you work with children’s
services to ensure the child is
safe and their development is
promoted?

When any child is looked after in the care system children’s services have specific
duties towards the child. For example, they must arrange regular looked after child
review meetings. The social worker will want to talk to the relative or friend about
how they will take part in these meetings. And discuss how they will work with
children’s services.

Will you be willing to undertake
training and personal
development?

The person being assessed will be asked to take part in training arranged by
children’s services. This will include information sessions about topics such as caring
for a child who has been through tragedy or trauma. The aim is to ensure the kinship
foster carer has the right skills and knowledge to support the child. Once the kinship
foster carer has been approved, they are expected to complete a workbook with their
social worker to show they understand their role as a foster carer. It should be
completed within 18 months of being approved. The Child Workforce Development
Council made a version of this workbook which is specifically for kinship foster
carers.
Children’s services may arrange for relatives or friends to attend training aimed at
kinship foster carers. But a lot of the training provided by children’s services
departments around the country is aimed at foster carers not related or connected to
the child, and who care for lots of different children over time. Kinship foster carers
may feel they are in a very different position. This can lead them to question whether
the training is right for them. The person being assessed should ask whether the
social worker can arrange for them to attend training with other kinship foster carers it can be very helpful to meet people in the same position.
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10. How is a kinship foster carer expected to manage their relationship with the child’s parents or previous carers?
By the time a relative or friend is being assessed, they may have already made a commitment to the child coming to live with
them. It is really important to be open and honest with the social worker during the assessment. Being clear with the social
worker during the assessment process will help to ensure that both the child and the kinship foster carer receive the help and
support they need.
Children’s services’ main concern will be that the relative or friend can show they can protect the child from harm and meet
their needs. Where children’s services have concerns about the child’s parent or previous carer, they will want to be sure that
they cannot cause harm to the child if the child moves to live with a relative or friend. This does not necessarily mean that the
parent or previous carer cannot visit the kinship foster carer (although, it may do). But where there are concerns about them, it
is likely to mean that they cannot be left alone with child.
It is a good idea to ask the social worker to explain clearly in writing what is and what is not allowed. That way, the kinship
carer can be completely clear as to what is expected of them and see whether any restrictions are manageable for their family
relationships.
11. What happens when stage two of the assessment is completed?
The social worker will write a report which will include:


The information required by schedule 3, parts 1 and 2 of the Fostering Services (England) Regulations 2011 (set out in the
table above)



The social worker’s assessment of the relative or friend’s suitability to care for the child.



Support or services that the relative or friend might need in order to meet the child’s needs.16



Proposals about any conditions for approving the relative or friend as a foster carer.
The person who has been assessed will be provided with a copy of this report. They are entitled to provide written
observations on the report to the social worker if they want to. But they must do this within 10 working days of receiving the
report.17 This report, and any written observations from the person who was assessed, is then presented to the fostering panel.
This panel is made up of people who have not been involved in the assessment process. Most children’s services departments
will invite the relative or friend to attend part of the meeting of the panel when they are discussing the assessment. They may
ask a few questions to clarify anything they are unsure about.
The fostering panel has the power to make any of the following recommendations:



To approve the kinship foster carer.



To approve the kinship foster carer subject to any specific conditions identified during the assessment.



To ask the social worker to come back to the panel at a later date and provide more information.



Not to approve the relative or friend as a kinship foster carer.
A senior person in children’s services, who has not been involved in the assessment or in the fostering panel, will then look at
the panel’s recommendation. They make the final decision about whether or not to approve the kinship foster carer.

16
17

See paragraph 5.17 of the Family and Friends Care: Statutory Guidance for Local Authorities
See regulation 26 (2) (d) of the Fostering Services (England) Regulations 2011
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When relatives and friends are not approved as kinship foster carers
12. What can a relative or friend do if they are not approved as a kinship foster carer at stage one?
Relatives and friends must be informed in writing if they are not approved as a kinship foster carer at stage one of the
assessment. They should be given full reasons as to why they were not approved.18

A relative or friend who does not agree with a decision not to approve them as a kinship foster carer, can complain using
children’s services’ complaints process. This process will consider whether the application was handled in a fair way but will
not be a reconsideration of the suitability to be a kinship foster carer. For more information about children’s services complaints
procedures, see our page on Complaints.

13. Can a kinship foster care assessment be refused before stage two of the assessment is complete?
Sometimes, new information comes to light after stage two is complete. If this suggests the person being assessed may not be
a suitable foster carer then:


The social worker can prepare a brief report



Set out in that report what the new information is



Why this information makes the relative or friend unsuitable to be a foster carer and



Send the brief report to the fostering panel.

The person being assessed must be informed of what is happening. They should be given a copy of the brief report. They then
have 10 working days to write to the panel with their views.19

Once the panel receive the brief report, they can either:


Ask the social worker to come back to the panel at a later date, and provide all of the information required in stage two of the
assessment, or



Recommend that the relative or friend is not approved as a foster carer.20
A senior person in children’s services will then look at the panel’s recommendation. That person should be someone who has
not been involved in the assessment or in the fostering panel. They will make the final decision about whether or not to
approve the kinship foster carer.

18

See regulation 26(1B) and (1C)(b) of the Fostering Service (England) Regulations 2011
See regulation 26 (3) of the Fostering Services (England) Regulations 2011
20 See regulation 25 (2A) of the Fostering Services (England) Regulations 2011
19
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14. What if someone is not approved as a kinship foster carer at stage two of the process?
If a relative or friend is not approved as a foster carer after stage two of the assessment, a senior officer in children’s services
who made the decision must write to them and provide reasons.21

This letter should also tell the relative or friend that they have 28 days to challenge the reasons they were given for not being
approved.22 The decision can be challenged by:


Making a written representation to children’s services, or



Applying for a review by an independent review panel.

15. Can a relative or friend make a written representation to children’s services and apply for review by a panel?
No. Relatives and friends who wish to challenge a decision not to approve them, must decide on one of the above courses of
action. They cannot do both. If a written representation is made to children’s services, the fostering panel will meet to consider
it. If they still decide not to approve the relative or friend, and the children’s services decision-maker agrees with this, then they
can make a complaint.

Note:
Relatives and friends do not have the right to challenge the decision if the reason for not being approved was because they (or
someone else in the household) has a criminal conviction for certain specified offences.

To apply for a review by an independent review panel, the relative or friend should write to the Contract Manager of the
Independent Review Mechanism, explaining:


The name of the local authority



The date they received the decision



Why they disagree with the decision.23

Further information can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/independent-review-mechanism

16. What if children’s services will not agree to assess someone as a possible kinship foster carer?
Government statutory guidance says when someone applies to be a foster carer, children’s services may assess them. But
they do not have to if they are not looking for foster carers, or the offer does not meet their needs.24 For example, if two
siblings should be placed together, but the relative or friend offers to foster only one child. Otherwise, the social worker should
assess the relative or friend following the process outlined in this advice sheet.

If the social worker refuses to assess someone as a kinship foster care for a child, they can ask for their reasons in writing, and
consider whether it is appropriate to make a complaint. For more information about children’s services complaints procedures,
see our page on Complaints.

21

See regulation 27 (6) of the Fostering Service (England) Regulations 2011
See regulation 27 (6) of the Fostering Service (England) Regulations 2011
23 See the Review of Determinations (Adoption and Fostering) Regulations 2009
24 See paragraph 5.29 of the Volume 4: Fostering Services Guidance
22
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When someone is approved as a foster carer
If someone is approved as a kinship foster carer, children’s services can place the child with them on a long-term basis and they
should be provided with ongoing support.
Foster care agreement
The kinship foster carer will be asked to sign a Foster Care agreement, which is an agreement that all approved foster carers
are expected to sign. This covers the following:25


What children’s services expects in terms of the care the kinship foster carer will provide for the child.



What support and training children’s services are going to provide for the kinship foster carer.



That the kinship foster carer will give children’s services written notice of any important changes in their circumstances. For
example, a change of address or people moving in or out of the family home.



That the kinship foster carer will keep children’s services informed about the child’s progress and any significant events
affecting the child.
Financial support
Children’s services must pay the kinship foster carer a fostering allowance from the moment they take on the care of the child.
Kinship foster carers are entitled to a full fostering allowance, no less than the rate that children’s services pay to unrelated
foster carers. It is wrong for them to pay a kinship foster carer less simply because they are a relative or friend. National
minimum fostering allowances apply in England.

Social work visits
Once the child is placed with the kinship foster carer, children’s services have a legal duty to arrange for a social worker to visit
regularly. The child will be visited by a social worker at least once every six weeks for the first year. After the first year, they will
visit every three months.26
Children’s services must also draw up a placement plan for the child. This will set out the child’s identified needs. And how the
care provided by the kinship foster carer should meet those needs. This plan will include details of:


The long-term plan for the child’s upbringing – also known as a permanence plan.



Contact arrangements between the child and their parents, siblings and other people who are important to them.



Financial and other support that the kinship foster carer will receive from children’s services, and



Details of the things the kinship foster carer can make decisions about concerning the child’s care, for example staying
overnight with friends.27
For more information about long-term plans for a child in kinship foster care, see question 17: What is a permanence plan, and
why does a child need one?

25

See regulation 27 (5) (b) and schedule 5 of the Fostering Services (England) Regulations 2011
See regulations 28-31 of the Care Planning, Placement and Case Review (England) Regulations 2010
27 See regulation 9 and schedule 2 of the Care Planning, Placement and Case Review (England) Regulations 2010 (as amended
by the Care Planning, Placement and Case Review and Fostering Services (Miscellaneous Amendments) Regulations 2013)
26
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17. How long does approval as a kinship foster carer last for?
Approval must be reviewed within a year of someone being approved as a kinship foster carer, and then at yearly intervals.
This does not mean going through the assessment again, but it will mean discussing with the child’s social worker:


What has gone well.



What the kinship foster carer has found difficult in the last year.



Any changes within the household, such as people moving in and out of your home, and



Whether the relative or friend can continue to be approved as a kinship foster carer for the child.

The review will be written up in another report by the social worker. The first of these annual reviews must go to the fostering
panel. After that, a review will only go to the panel if the social worker refers it to them.

18. What is a permanence plan, and why does a child need one?

What is a permanence plan?

This is a long-term plan for a looked after child’s upbringing and living
arrangements until they become an adult and are able to live independently.

What does it include?

The permanence plan will explain that the child will live in one of the following longterm placements:


The family home, following a planned return.



A placement with relatives or friends (i.e. kinship care).



A foster care placement with unrelated foster carers.



A placement in residential care (i.e. in a children’s home).



With adoptive parents.

Do children’s services have to make a

Children’s services must make a plan for the permanent placement of every looked

permanence plan for looked after

after child by the second review of their case – so, after four months

children?

(paragraph 2.4 of the Statutory Guidance on Adoption28).

19. Are their pros and cons of becoming a kinship foster carer?
If you are still trying to decide whether to try and become a kinship foster carer see our Kinship carers page where you can find
information about this in the Kinship foster care section.

28

Statutory Guidance on Adoption
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Where to get further information
From Family Rights Group
Becoming a foster carer can be a complicated process. It might be helpful to ask a friend or a solicitor to explain anything in this
advice sheet that you don’t understand.


To find a solicitor, search using the ‘how to find a solicitor’ function on the Law Society website and see our Working with a
solicitor guide on our Top tips and templates page for more information about finding a solicitor.



You may want to post a question for one of our expert advisers on our Kinship Carers Forum, and if needing further or
more detailed advice



Contact us – call our specialist legal and practice advice line on 0808 801 0366 (Monday to Friday, from 9.30am to 3pm
excluding bank holidays).

Our advice sheets on other kinship care topics are:
2a) Special guardianship: an introduction
2b) Special guardianship: what does it mean for birth parents?
2c) DIY special guardianship orders: care proceedings
2d) DIY special guardianship orders: private law proceedings
2e) Support for special guardians
2f) DIY child arrangement orders: information for kinship carers
2h) Welfare benefits for kinship carers
2i) The education system: information for kinship carers
They are all available to read on our Advice sheets page.

The information contained in this advice sheet is for guidance only. Every effort is made to ensure it is correct at time of publication. But it should not
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From other organisations

Organisation

Contact Information

Citizens Advice

Website: https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk
Telephone:

An independent organisation providing free, confidential and impartial
advice. Their goal is to help everyone find a way forward, whatever
problem they face.





For England telephone: 03444 111 444
For Wales telephone: 03444 77 2020
Text Relay users should telephone: 03444 111 445

Civil Legal Advice

Website: https://www.gov.uk/civil-legal-advice/

A free and confidential advice service run on behalf of the government.
It provides information directly to the public on a range of common
legal issues, helps people find out if they are eligible for free legal
advice from a solicitor and helps them find a solicitor.

Telephone:



Coram Children’s Legal Centre
Its Child Law Advice Service provides legal advice and information on
areas of children and family law.

0345 345 4345 - Monday to Friday, 9 am to 8 pm and
Saturday 9am to 12.30pm
Text ‘legal aid’ and your name to 80010 to ask Civil Legal
Advice to call you back. This costs the same as a normal
text message.

Website: https://www.childrenslegalcentre.com
Email advice: https://childlawadvice.org.uk/email-advice-family
Telephone: 0300 330 5480 – Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm

Fosterline

Website: http://www.fosterline.info/

This is a foster carers’ advice website run by FosterTalk. It provides
foster carers with confidential and impartial advice about fostering,
including concerns about children’s future, allegations, complaints,
changes in legislation and financial matters.

Email: enquiries@fosterline.info

TACT

Website: https://www.tactcare.org.uk

TACT is the UK’s largest charity and voluntary agency providing
fostering and adoption services. They campaign on behalf of children
and young people in care, carers, their families and adoptive families.

Telephone: 0808 115 6500

The Fostering Network
Is a national charity which works with everyone involved in foster care

Website: https://www.thefosteringnetwork.org.uk/
Telephone:

Fosterline: 0800 040 7675

The Law Society of England and Wales

Website:

The Law Society is the independent professional body for solicitors. Its
website hosts the ‘Find a Solicitor’ tool. This is a free service for
anyone looking for information about organisations or people providing
legal services in England and Wales that are regulated by the
Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA). Search for a solicitor who is a
specialist in children law. Or who has ‘Children Law Accreditation’.


Homepage: https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/

Find a Solicitor: https://solicitors.lawsociety.org.uk/
Email: info.services@lawsociety.org.uk
Telephone:

Telephone: 0800 040 7675




Tel: 020 7242 1222
Minicom: 0870 600 1560

The information contained in this advice sheet is for guidance only. Every effort is made to ensure it is correct at time of publication. But it should not
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