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Different mediation exemptions and how they must be evidenced

Mediation exception Evidence needed

Domestic abuse There is a long list of specific forms of evidence domestic abuse
which are needed to confirm that the applicant does not need to
If the applicant has been subject to domestic abuse by the L .

go to mediation before applying to court.
respondents to the application (the child’s parents).
See this link and go to the section marked '20. MIAM exemption —

domestic violence’.

Child protection concerns Evidence of this could be a letter from children’s services saying

that they are making child protection enquires. Or a copy of the

If the child is the subject to: . . o
child protection plan or application to the court for a care order or

e A child protection investigation emergency protection order.

e A child protection plan

e Acare order

e An emergency protection order

e Ongoing care proceedings or proceedings for an
emergency protection order.

Urgency At the first hearing, the applicant would need to explain and

demonstrate why the matter was so urgent that they did not have

The applicant would need to demonstrate that delay time to go to mediation

caused by attending a MIAM would cause a risk of harm to
a child.

Previous mediation attendance The ‘EM1’ form would need to be signed and dated by the

mediator within the last four months.
The applicant does not need to attend mediation if they

attended mediation on the same matter within the last four

months.
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/family-procedure-rules-1-to-20/practice-direction-3a-family-mediation-information-and-assessment-meetings-miams#para20
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/688194/fm1-eng.pdf

